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¢ Ripley, a Charleston, 8. C., author
who looks suavely like one of that
community’s first citizens, is no
longer surprised by Hollywood's
* ways. A bit bewildered, to be sure,
not never genuinely surprised.
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I promised, although I told myself
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Ripley got the agent on long dis-
tance. He was right about the call
relating to a Hollywood deal. But
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he said the first bidder was offering
* $7,500,” Ripley says. “I asked him
to spell it out for me. He did-and} .
- for a minute I couldn’t talk. Finally,
I sputtered that he was not to let
the studio man out of the office
without getting a contract. I did not
know there was that much money
in the world.” ;
The agent did know it, however.
He left the Ripleys unhinged by tell-
ing them that he wouldn't close the
deal.
“T thought the man had lost his

Trocked to the very ends of

mind,” Ripley remembers. “I called
him back and told him so. All he 3
did was tell me to be calm and hang| " the earth whose conventigns
wponme* "II Ih..ydoﬁod-ﬂhody
'[ their stolen love between
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A few days later, the agent called
back to say the offer had been hiked
to $15,000.

This time, Ripley really was fit to
be tied. When the agent still in-
sisted upon holding out, he threat-
ened to take the deal into his own
hands, but the agent warned him
that he was not to answer any tele-
phone calls, telegrams or letters.
That was his job under the contract,
the agent warned the writer.

“Next time,” Ripley recalls, “he
ealled to tell me-the offer was $22,-
500. I did not argue with him. I got
on a train and went to New York.
When I got there,-the agent was not
in his office. His secretary said she
did not know where he was. I looked
for him a couple of days and then
concluded the whole thing was a
nightmare and that I might as well
go into the nearest sdloon and for-
get it. I called my wife and she sdid
she thought that was a fine idea.”

On Monday, however, the agent
showed up, this time with a final
contract disposing of the story .for
$30,000.
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